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ABSTRACT

The African American civil rights movement is often mostely associated with the American South,
particularly events such as the Montgomery Bus Boycott or the work &btiteern Christian

Leadership ConferencBut Nevada also has a long (if less wealbwn) history of African American

civil rights activity. This context is designed to provide an overview of that history and guidance in the
evaluation and nomination of historic properties related to thimirii®d the National Register of Historic
Places (NRHP).

This context was prepared for the Nevadat&Historic Preservation Office (NVSHPO) under the

auspices of the National Park Service (NPS) African American Civil Rights Grant Prdgra@i.8, the
NVSHPO received an African American Civil Rights Grant through the NPS to increase awareness and
representation of African American heritage in Nevada. In fulfillment of that grant, the NVSHPO
contracted SWCA Environmental Consultants (SWCA) to completstartai context for the African
American experience in the stateigtontext is intended to focusgicularly on the civil rights

movement of the twentieth century and the identification of property types (including buildings,
structures, objects, siteand districts) that are on or may be eligible for lisiimghe NRHP because of

their importanced and representation of civil rights history and African American heritage.

The results of this research are reported in this context, \iticliles several sections.

Background and Methodologyprovides background context for the project and a discuséibtie project
design, goals and limitations, and methods.

Definition of Context defines the focus and limitations of the context in terms of its theme, geographic
parameters, and temporal limits. Thematicahg contexts focused on African Americanstory, with a
particular focus on the civil rights movement. It geographicalbompassethe entire state of Nevada; its
temporal focuss on the period between 1900 and 1979.

Historic Overview provides a history of African American civil righasdencanpasses four eras: African
American Civil Rights in the Nineteenth Century (184899), Jim Crow in the Early Twentieth Century
(19001 1940), World War Il (194111945), and the Activism and Advocacy Era (194%79). The African
American civil rights movemerxtends throughout the entire period of African American history in the
state but the nature and success of those efforts vary widely throughddistbec period.

As a result of Reconstruction, African Americans in Nevada experienced considerabés sutiaeir civil

rights advocacy during the 1870s. But the backlash againenBteuction on the national level also

affected them during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Efforts by African American
communities to push back against ¢llewing issues of racism and segregation were often met by failure,
due in parto the extremely small size (proportionately) of the Black population in Nevada prior to World
War I1. But during World War 11, inmigration of African Americans increased tBlack population in the

state substantially. The needs of industry and théamyilin the face of the war effort encourddgiee

recruitment of African Americans from out of state, who subsequently moved to Nevada for newly available
jobs. Despite whiteacism, these recruits generally remained in the aftgthe end of the waAs a result

of increased advocacy for African American civil rights on the national level, and because of the ongoing
discrimination they faced within the state, many Africanekican communities in Nevada began to

increase civil rights activism during tpest World War Il period and beyond. Because of the
proportionately larger African American population in the state during thiamuebecause of the visibility

of that civl rights activismprotestors and activists had considerable success in thé&ir wo
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African American Civil Rights Property Types in Nevada discusses property types that may be
associated with those civil rights effoaisdprovides guidance on propertyeiatification and assessing
eligibility for the NRHP. Identified examples of patally NRHP-eligible property types (including
location information and conditioayeincluded in Appendix A.

In summary, he goal of thisontext is not to serve as a compeasive history of African American civil
rights in Nevada. It insteaaffersinsight into a longneglected but extremely important aspect of

Ne v ad a 6 and provild adasig for additional historic reseatohhelpfacilitate future NRHP
nominationsand offer guidance for historic preservation efforts.
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1 INTRODUCTION

While the history ofAfrican Americancivil rights in Nevada may notebas welknownaselsewheren

the countrythosewho worked as advocates and activists desegual recognition for their work. Facing

a frequently hostile public, habitually unsympathetic officials, and a system intentionally designed to put
them at adisadvantage, Aican Americansnd others who worked alongside thenNevada challenged
racism and discrimination for over a century and often came out the victors. It is therefore unsurprising
that the wordrequently appliedo those efforts ipersisence a descriptor that remains as apt today as it
did in 1870(Coray1992239 240).

Since the earliest days of Ewfonerican exploration and settlement, African Americans lstvaped
Nevadds history.During the early and midineteenth centurgheyjoinedexploring expeditions through
the region and early immigrationovementslike therush tothe Comstochk.ode Although African
Americans initially made up only a fraction of a percent of the total population artibiatent racial
discrimination theybegan to advocate for civil rights early as the 1860s and 1870s. The political
climate during the Reconstruction exided them in getting many of Nevddaacially discriminatory

laws overturnedBut racism grew more common and overt in Nevadéa@years following the end of
Reconstruction through the Great Depressidre creatiorof Ku Klux Klan brancheshroughout the

state during the 1920s and aggressive effortsity officialsto segregate Las Vegheginning in the
1930sare two obvious exanhgs. African Americans in Nevada actively worked to combat these growing
patterns ofacism through advocacy and legislative reform, but their efforts during the early twentieth
century were largely unsuccessful.

During and afteWorld War II, however African Americansn Nevada began to employ new tactics to
secure their rights. Thesecinded direct action, such as a stridundreds of workers at Basic
Magnesium, Inc. in Henderson during World War I, picketing anthsijtdirect lobbying of legislats,
and threatening and conducting lassgle marches against specific instancedisafrimination. With the
growing national awareneasid support ofhe civil rights movement, these tactics brought success to
civil rights activists in Nevada. By 196fhe state had ratified its own Civil Rights AahdAfrican
Americans began to be hired fobs that had previously besagregate¢although access to lucrative
positions only follovedlater).

But the trajectory of civil rights in Nevada was ot draight ling progress was not always equal
throughout the state, nor did evesggment ofhe African American population benefit equally.

Compliance with standards of integration and desegregation was not always done in goad &aith

result, vhile some general trends characterize the history of civil rights throughout the state, the history is
often best understood on the local or regional level rather than at the statdltaveltely, the civil

rights movement in Nevada must be underst@qtacess: a process of advocacy, activism, and

resistance by African Americans on an individual and community basis, sgrbed was ongoing

throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and that continues to this day.

This historic context is awdy of the African American civil rights movement in Nevada between 1900

and 1979It provides a historic overview of events and patterns in that history throughout the state, with a
particular emphasis on the relationship of those events with the phgsiGadnment: where civil rights
activists lived and workedvhere protests or other acts of resistance or advocacy occaneed that

African Americans werexcludedfrom or where they were forced to live as a result of racism and
segregationThis conext is notacomprehensive history but instead seeks to chart the broad patterns of
history in relation to African American civil rights. It also includes a discussion of property types
associated with that history and how to evaluate them for eligibilitye National Register of Historic

Places (NRHP). The goal of this contexto serve as the basis for future scholarship and to facilitate

future historic preservation efforts, such as the nomination of properties to the NRHP.




2 BACKGROUND AND METHODOLOGY

2.1 Project Background

In 2008 the National Park Service (NPS) published a refiibet! Civil Rights in America: A Framework
for Identifying Significant Site@NPS 2008) Based on the findings in that report, the Nf®®% operates

the African American CiviRights Grant Program (Program), funded by the Historic Preservation &und
program administered by titdPSusing royalties from the Office of Natural Resources Revehe
Program providefunding to states, tribes, local governments (including Certiftachl Governments),

and nonprofit organizations to condptanning, development, and research projects for historic sites
(NPS 2020n

In 2018 the Nevada State Hisio Preservation Office (NVSHPO) received an African American Civil
Rights Grant througthe NPSto increase awareness and representation of African American heritage in
Nevada. Thé&NVSHPO contracted SWCEnvironmental Consultants (SWC#) complete a histic

context for the African American experience in the gtggarticularly in relationd the civil rights
movement of the twentieth centdryandto identify property types, includinguildings, structures,

objects, sites, and districtthat are or may biestedin the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)
because of their importancedad representation of African American heritage.

2.2 Project Design

NPS guidance states that historic contexts exist as summary documents that present relevant information
and avoid extraneous information. In general, the purpose of historic contextsdsitte @ basis for the
evaluation of propertiefor their eligibility for the NRHP and to facilitate their evaluations and

nominations by providing a developed histogamst which they can be reviewed (Wyatt 200%)is

project combines the work of experh architectural history, vernacular architecture, historic
preservationpublic history, and oral historyt is hoped thathe contextill facilitate future histoic

research on the subject of African American civil rights in Nevada and the nomiobtioperties

significant within the context to the NRHP.

General guidance for the preparation of historic contexts is provided by Wyatt (200%) @omponents

of aHistoric Context: A National Register White Papleut the format and content of thesedments,

as well as the methodology used to develop them, can vary widely. To refine our approach, we examined
multiple property documentation forms (MPDFs) relatiod\frican American history in other parts of

the countryandcontexts from Nevad&artcularly useful werdMPDFs and contexts relating to local and
regional history and specific property tyd@&aker 1991 Bertolini 2017;Cyriaque et al. 20Q095rimes
2008;McBride and Bedeau 2008an West 2013; Wolfenbarger 2010, 201Aj.a minimum, a corxt

should include 1) a background history, a definition of the context (theme, geographic parameters, and
temporal limits), and a development of the themarea of significance2) an identification of property
types and 3) a discussion of eligibiliigvaluation and registration requirements for the NRHP. Our
methodology for developing these three parts of the context is described below.

2.2.1 Advisory Committee

In addition to historic research, the context also incorporated the feedback and insight ehtatives
from the African American community and local experts on African American history throughout the
state. To achieve this, SWCA convened an Advistmynmittee otthe followingfive individuals withan
interest in the project from the academic, widt, and religious communities in Las Vegas and Reno:




Gloria Bennett
Demetrice Dalton
John Edmond
Claytee White

=A =/ =4 =4 =4

Brenda Williams

The role of the Advisory Comittee was to facilitate outreach to African American communities and
organizations about the projeassistn identifying research sources and significant properties, and
review all deliverables. Although budgetary constraints only allowed for epesonAdvisory
Committeemeeting, SWCA solicited committee members for feedback on potential pramdry
secondary sourcegroperty typesand historic properties.

To organize the Advisory Committee, SWCA subcontracted with Dr. Alicia Barber, PhD. DerBsigb
public historian and oral history expert, and her assistance was invaluable in connibtommnmittee
members, organizing theemmittee meeting, and soliciting feedback from participants.

2.2.2 Notes on Terminology

In writing aboutthe history ofracein America, it is important to consider terminolodhis context use

the termsAfrican Americaror Blackinterchangeably when referring to individuafsAfrican ancestry

This context generallgloesnot use the termeople of coloexcept in referringo Black or Brown people

in a general sense, and usually only in differentiainoge individualsrom their white counterpart$t is
alsoimportant to note that terminology to describe race has evolved significantly over the past 50 years
and continue$o evolve. Although historic language, such as the use of theNegmg is no longer
considered propriate, many historic documents written by and about Black Nevadans use thatdangu
When these documerase quotedthe original languages preservedo preventapplying a modern

standard of language istoric sources

In the case of Nevada spézally, one additional note should be made about terminology regattaing

Historic Westside of Las VegaStarting in tle 1930s, white city officials forced African Americans to

live in a segregated neighborhood on the west side of the railroad fFackarea is generally referred to

as Athe Westside.0O0O But as Claytee Whi mé~VNestsidBes i n
carried a derogatory connotatidnis still remembered asagtowrdanddentcity®d ( Whi t eln2004: 75
her articleWhite refers tothe neighborhood s fiHi st ori ¢ Westside, o0 a term
the original families livinghere. In an effort to address the derogatory connotation thaNestsidenay

still hold for African Americans in Nevada, thiscent t  wi | | al so use the term i
referring to that neighborhood.

2.2.3 Regions

For the purposes of this projeblevadawasdivided into three regions for which background literature
wasreviewed: northwest, northeast, and south (Figure Igalse this context represents an overview of
the history of civil rights in Nevada in the @wtieth century, the regional backgroumgrebased on

directed research meant to create a broad understanding of historic patterns in, thet $taties on the

lives of specific individualsThe distinction of regions in telling the historic narrativeery important,

since the African American population was historically concentrated in specific areas of Nevada. As a
result, civil rights efforts historicallyaried widely between regioisand even municipalitiésin the
state.Thisregional approach lalwed SWCA to account for those variations in research and when writing
the overall historic narrative for the state.




2.3 Project Goals and Limitations

Thegoal of thisproject was to createsummary of historic events relatedAfrican American civil

rights between 1900 and 1979 in Nevadaa tooto nominate propertiger the NRHP.This historic
contextwas not intended tbea comprehensive or definitive historf/tbhe subjectlt provides inrdepth
guidance for communitiegjstorians, and preservationists on the process for identifying, evaluating, and
nominating propertie® the NRHP that arsignificant for their relationship with the African American
civil rights movement. It also provides a general outline of Africaerean civil rights history that may
serve as a basis for additional scholarship and research into the subject by community members,
historians, and others with an interest in the subject. Aghc8WCA has attempted to incorporate
Nevadds African America communities as part of writing this context, that involvement was limited in
extent. Future scholarship on this subjedtby or invohing SHPO, universities or other academic
institutions, @vic or volunteer organizations, or members of the generdigsitould center that
involvementon the lives and stories of community members.

Propertiesmportant toAfrican American civil rights historjn Nevada must be recognized because they
cantell us the stories of the peopldno made them and useldem, remind us of the richness of our past,

and help us weave together the many threads of our common heritage. Much of the history, experience,
and cultural contributions of African Americansdatheir descendants in Nevada is an understudied topic.
Thisdocument is only a first step in beginning to recognize that heritage. To build on this work, SWCA
alsorecommends the initiativéisted below.

91 Involve the communities in the following ways:

o0 Prepare and distribute pamphlets describing the propertietfieie to date and ask for
assistance in identifying additional significant properties.

o Conduct public meetings.

0 Conduct oral interviews of individuals and families and train community membdeonduct
oral histories by preparing a basic set of qoestias a starting point. Transcribe interviews
and distribute copies to family membarsd archive copies in public repositories

o ldentify significant individuals and associated properties.
0 Ask the community to identify the top five properties or propé&rpes that are significant to
it.
9 Continue research as follows:

o Contrast demographic and ethnographic data fd@vadawith that of theWest in general
and especially the Pacific Coaist order to place historic demographic patterns in a broader
regional context

o0 Foster research from withMevadds African Americancommunities by creating a
scholarship or internships for students to pursue research on their own communities.
1 Identify, record, and evaluatéfrican American civil rightsrelatedhistoric properties for listing
in the NRHRAN the following ways:
o Provide electronic access to this historic context and list of property types.

o0 Encourage archaeologists, historians, and desecenof community members to identify,
document, and list all types of properties eligible for the NRHP




2.4 Methods

Our goas for the contextvereto outline the history of the African American civil rights movement in
Nevada and discuss historic resourtegrnayrepresenthat history. Throughout the narratjwee have
attempted to weave in information relating to property types that may be associated with civil rights
activism, areasrhereAfrican Americans historically lived and worked, and how pattextb/ed or
changed during the study period and in response to social, political, and economic events.

Producing this report also required the development of strategies for research and writing. This section
discussethe methods used in constructing thésrative, including repositories visited, the use of
resources in writing, and a discussion of primary source documents.

Before conducting any researete clearly definel the geographic area of the stutlye entire state of
NevadaAlthough national treisin history are discussed when relevahg éstablishment of this
boundary provided a clear guide during research.

A report of this scope required casting a wide net when conducting research. Targeted resosistes

of secondary literature relagirto a variety of topics such &dgrican American history, politics, the

divorce trade, religion and religious institutions, casinos and the gambling industry, and military history
in Nevada and the American WeSecondary sources incladpublished histdes, scholarly articles,
masters theses and doctoral dissertatiand NRHP nomination formblo single document existeat
presents a general history of the tolesearclalsoincludeda limited number oprimary research

sources, particularlgral hisbriesandnewspapersCensus data f#éldin the historic record for geographic
areas with little or no information, such as the northeast region. Although census data did not relate
specifically to civil righs, it did provide otherwise unavailable infortioa about the lives of African
American residentm all three regionsA detailed discussion of the research design is provided in Section
24.1.

The SWCA project team began by working with the NVSHPO &octeits architectural files and the
Nevada Culiral Resource Information System (NVCRIS) as well as searching the N&tiaPase for
previously documented properties associated with African American heritage in Nevada. SWCA then
conducted a general litetaie search for relevant primary and secondanycdocumentandcreated a
preliminary bibliography of potential sources for review. Using the results of the search, SWCA also
created a preliminary list of property types and a list of known resourdesréhar may be eligible for
NRHPIisting. The poject teanused the bibliography toonduct targeted research in primary source
material at archives around the state, such as the University of Nevadd|URERjpthe University of
Nevada, Las Vegg®JNLV), andthe Nevada State Library and Archives.

Writing the report followed the same pattern. First, a basic timelitieeafivil rights movement was
constructed from the more general souregents in specific regions and locales and the experiences of
individuals and communities weaglded to the timime with asmuch detail as possibl&he overview is
organized chronologically and is divided based on general periods in the history of Afneaican

civil rights in Nevada. Although the periods are based on théstastory, they often heavily mor

events on the national level. Civil rights activism in Nevada did not occur in a vacuum, and as taeesult
statdés history often reflestnationalevents;SWCA privileged state history above national events
whenever the two did not correspoRdblished research on civil rights histdsgthregionally and

nationally enrickedthe context and pladéNevadds regional and state history withtarbroader contexn
orderto understand that histds/characteristics, both common and unique.




2.4.1 Research Design

2411 NATIONAL BACKGROUND

It wasimportant to first understand tiAdrican American civil rightanovemenin Nevadawithin a
broader national framework, whietasdrawn exclusively from secondary sourcesluding the
following:

9 Other African American civilights related contexts andPDFs

9 Published histories and scholarly articles

2412 REGIONAL BACKGROUNDS

The majority é regional research concentrdign existing secondary source documgimduding the
following:

91 Published or unpublished histories
9 Scholarly aticles
1 NRHP or State Register of Historic Places (SRHP) nomination forms

1 Masters thesesnddoctoral dissertatins

Regional research also incorporhgelimited amount of primary source research. Trasdirected
research, designed to fill in identifiedgs in the historic record.

Primary sources thatereconsulted for each region inclutithe following
1 Digitized newspapers (available through the Library of Congress Chronicling America collection
and Newspapers.com)

0 These newspapevegeretext-searchedor key words relating to the African American civil
rights struggle

o Only digitized newspaperserereviewed; no hard copiesereused

{1 Transcribed oral histories
o Oral histories offezdimportant insight into the lived experiences of individuals
o Due b time and budgetary constraintgly oral histories thdtad been trascribed and that
had transcriptions available digitallyereconsulted
1 Census data (available through thé&. Census Bureau and Ancestry)

o Historic census data providinformation dout the locations, growth, and movement
patterns of Nevada Black conmunities. Census data provitla broad statistical view of
changes in communities;wasnotused to trace the histories of specific individuals. Only
previously compiled statistiagere used; census records for specific communitiese not
reviewed

1  The Negro Motorist GreeiBook

o Multiple editions of the boolwerereviewed to capture a broad view of potentially NRHP
eligible resources in Nevada

1 Newspapers or newsletters publishedMfiycan American communitieandorganizations




9 Archival records and dlections

o0 Only collections that thbeen catalogued and thadtfanding aids availablevere considered
for review.

o Due to time and budgetary constraints, only a limited amount of prigwairce archival
researctwas donaising personal papers. Only the papers of significant figures within the
history of Nevadé African American civil rights struggleereconsidered foreview

2.4.2

As part of the grant, NVSHPO specificafigquested that SG/A

Summary of Themes

ndet er mi

ne which

(education, housing, travel, divorce, etc.) are sufficiently documented to be included in the context.
Subthemes that are not adequatelgutoented in the historical record, or for which documentation is

unawilable, can be identified as areas for future research at threcipkents
2018. To do soSWCA considered the connectibatweerAfrican American civil rightsard other

themes in historanddrew themes from the areas of significa for the SRHP and the NRHP as well as

di s dNVEBHPOO n 0

an earlyversion oftheNevada Comprehensive Preservation Piamvhichstudy unitswere first outlined
for the statgWhite et al.1991). Thespecific themes SWCA considereohd their source of origiare

listed n Tablel, which alsdiststhe level of coverage for each theme in the historic record that SWCA

reviewed and whether each theme was addressed in the context or represents an anearfaearch

Areas for future researctot addressed in the contémtlude art, literature, anithe performing arts. Each
of these topics had limited related secondary source information available and would benefit from
additional research in the future

Table 1. Summary of Subthemes

Theme

State Register of Historic
Places/National Register
of Historic Places Area

Nevada 1991
Comprehensive
Preservation

Level of Coverage in
Historic Record

Included in Context or
Area for Future
Research?*

of Significance Plan Theme
Architecture X Limited information In context; future research
Art X No information Future research
Commerce X Limited information In context; future research
Community planning X Extensive information In context
and development
Divorce Limited information In context; future research
Education X Extensive information In context
Entertainment / Limited information In context; future research
Recreation
Ethnic heritage X Extensive information In context
Federal government Extensive information In context
Fraternal Limited information In context; future research
movements
Labor unions X Extensive information In context
Law X Extensive information In context
Literature X Limited information Future research
Military X Extensive information In context
Performing arts X Limited information Future research

subtt



Theme State Register of Historic Nevada 1991 Level of Coverage in Included in Context or

Places/National Register =~ Comprehensive Historic Record Area for Future
of Historic Places Area Preservation Research?*
of Significance Plan Theme

Politics / X X Extensive information In context
Government
Religion X X Extensive information In context
Social history X X Extensive information In context
State and local X Extensive information In context
government
Women& X Limited information In context; future research
movements

Sources: NPS (1997); White et al. (1991)

3 DEFINITION OF CONTEXT
3.1 Theme

The theme of this context ke African American civil rights movemeim Nevada Although thecivil

rights movemenis perhaps best known in relation to the American Saéuikhalso an important aspect of
history onthe state leveh NevadaNevadds unique economic structure (which is oriented heavily
around tourism, recreation, and gambliag}l the unique histomyf the staté African American
population (whichnitially made up only a small progimn of the general population biltatincreased
rapidly during and after World War 1§lso resulted in specific regional patterngiofl rights protestand
advocag. This context also connexAfrican American civil ridits in Nevada to 16 stethemes with

which it intersects and under whiphopertiegelating to the primary theme may also be signifi¢aae
Table 1)

3.2 Geographic Parameters

For the purposes of the mext, Nevadawasdivided into three geographiegions each of whictwas
considered individually as well as for its relationship with patterns of history on théestltgseeFigure
1). These areas are therthwest (encompassiMyashoe, Storey, Churil, Carson City, Douglas, Lyon,
and MineralCountie$; the northeast (encompassittumboldt, Pershing, Lander, Eureka, Elko, and
White PineCountie$; and thesouth (encompassingsmeralda, Nye, Lincoln, and Cla@ountie3.

3.3 Temporal Limits

The first Afican Americans arrived in Nevada in timéd-1800s, but the stad® African American
population remained very small in size until World Warihd while Nevadds African American
residentdave undertakeefforts to achieve social and politiGguality shce their first settlement in the
state, the most significant and widespread efforts occurred during the twentieth deimeigenth
centurycivil rightsi relatedheritageresources were likely to be transitory in nat{suech as businesses
established apart of early mining camp®y limited in theirlength and depth of association with African
Americans Those nineteentbentury resourcegre therefore less likely to remaive readily identifiable,
or retain the level of significancen associatiorwith African Americarcivil rights to beeligible for the
NRHP. As a resultand based on the associated NPS gthist context concentrag®n the period
between 1900 and 197Bxtendingthe temporal limits of the context to 1979 increases the range of
resources for which it may potentially be useful in evaluagirapertesfor NRHP eligibility.
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4 HISTORIC OVERVIEW

Nevada has a unique history in respect to the African American civil rights movextiemtigh the
states patterns of historic development wereatlyinfluenced by trends on regional and national level
Considered at various times a bastof economic opportunity for African Americaaadfit h e

Mi ssi ssi ppi ofoftenhothcolermed (qatteMeol racitra found elsewhere in the
United Statesis well agepresented land of potential opportunitNe vadaés hi st ory
people, and patterns specific to the state. This history includes early patterns of immigration and
settlement, the legislative record, local and steitde protests, and the lives of important civil rights
figures.

4.1 Timeline of African American Civil Rights History at the
National Level

Themovemenfor African American civil rights in Nevada took placéhin a broader national context.
The history ofthis movemenat the national level is complex and multifaceted| aftenrelated to other
historic themessuch as economic factpiadustrial development, military history, and agriculture.
Because an wdepth history of civil rights on the national level is outside the scope of this context, a
generatimeline summaeing key events in American history relating to African American civil rights is
provided here to serve adbackgroundor the more spedif study of NevadéTable2).

Table 2. Significant Events in African American Civil Rights, ca. 16007 1979

Date Event Citation

1619 First recorded Africans brought to Jamestown as indentured servants Hashaw 2007

1705 Slavery legalized by the Virginia General Assembly PBS 2020

1739 Stono Rebellion, an early slave revolt in Stono, South Carolina NPS 2020b

1793 Cotton gin invented by Eli Whitney, increasing demand for slaves in the American South NPS 2020b

1808 Importation of slaves into the United States banned NPS 2020b

18317 Underground Railroad helps 75,000 slaves escape to the North NPS 2020b

1861

1850 Compromise of 1850, in which California was admitted to the Union as a free state and the Utah History 2009
and New Mexico Territories were created and slavery decided by popular sovereignty

1850 New version of the Fugitive Slave Act passed, mandating government support for the capture of NPS 2020b
escaped slaves

1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act opens up the possibility of slavery in any land included in the earlier History 2019a
Louisiana Purchase

1854- Bleeding Kansas, a series of violent confrontations in the Kansas Territory between pro- and anti- History 2018a

1861 slavery factions

1857 Dred Scott Decision determines that slaves remain enslaved regardless of the free- or slave-state History 2019b
status of the state or territory

1859 John Brown& Raid on Harper& Ferry; tensions between North and South increase before 1860 History 2019c
presidential election

1861- American Civil War, caused by ideological, economic, political, and social conflicts over slavery NPS 2020b

1865

1863 Emancipation Proclamation, declaring all slaves in the rebelling states free i

1865 13th Amendment, which prohibits slavery, ratified NPS 2020b

1865 Ku Klux Klan formed in Tennessee with the goal to resist Reconstruction, becomes common History 2019d

throughout South

10



Date Event Citation
18657 Reconstruction Era. The Reconstruction era saw the passage of the 13th, 14th, and 15th NPS 2020b
1877 Amendments, which abolished slavery and involuntary servitude, mandated citizenship rights and
equal protection by law, and provided the right to vote regardless of race.
At the conclusion of Reconstruction, a deal is struck between Southern white leaders and Northern
Democrats in which Rutherford B. Hayes became president in exchange for the withdrawal of
federal troops from the South, functionally ending efforts to protect the rights of African Americans
in the region
1868 14th Amendment ratified, defining citizenship and overturning the Dred Scott decision NPS 2020b
1870 15th Amendment ratified, giving African American men the right to vote NPS 2020b
1881 First Jim Crow segregation law passed in Tennessee; many additional Jim Crow laws passed NPS 2020b
across the South between 1881 and 1896
1896 Plessy v. Ferguson case decided by the Supreme Court, racial segregation is considered NPS 2020b
constitutional
1915 Birth of a Nation released; the longest film produced when it was released and a commercial History 2019d
success, it portrayed the Ku Klux Klan as heroic
1915 Ku Klux Klan revived, the second generation of the Klan was not only anti-Black but also anti- History 2019d
Catholic, anti-Semitic, and against organized labor and immigration; at its peak in the 1920s, the
Klan claimed 4 million members nationally
19147 World War | i
1918
1916i Great Migration results in the relocation of approximately 6 million African Americans from the History 2020
1970 American South to the North and West
1929i Great Depression T
1939
19391 World War Il i
1945
1941 Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, United States enters World War Il i
1947 Major League baseball integrated Armour 2007
1948 Executive Order 9981 signed, integrating U.S. military National
Archives 1948
1954 Brown v. Board of Education case decided by the Supreme Court, racial segregation declared NPS 2020b
unconstitutional
1957 Southern Christian Leadership Conference, a regional civil rights organization, established to NPS 2020b
coordinate civil rights protest activities in the South
1964 Civil Rights Act of 1964 is passed, outlawing discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or NPS 2020b
national origin; its sweeping effects included the removal of biased voter registration requirements
and racial segregation in schools, employment, and public accommodations
1965 Voting Rights Act of 1965, outlawing practices in the South used to disenfranchise African NPS 2020b
American voters
1968 Martin Luther King, Jr. assassinated NPS 2020b
1968 Fair Housing Act of 1968 passed, prohibiting discrimination in the sale, rental, and financing of History 2018b

housing based on race, religion, national origin, or sex

4.2

Summary of African American History in the American

West, ca. 18001 1970

The roleof Black pioneers in the American West ftsem neglected within #nnational context of African
American historySpecific geographic definitions of the West can vary widelythe purposes of this
report the Weswill generally be defined aany landin America west of the 180Meridian, which

passes through the Datias, Nebraskd¢ansasOklahoma, and Texakt is a common misconception that
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settlers in the Westere unversally white manyexplorersfrappers, tradergowboys, andarmers were
people of colo(Billington and Hardaway 1998:1African Americans oithe frontier sought and built
communiy, whether inBlack towns or in segregated neighborhoddsBillington and Hardaway point
out, the Westoften offered African Americansiore equality, freedom, and economic oppaitjuthan
otherregions Billington and Hardaway 1998)5While an indepth discussion dhis aspect of history is
beyond the scope of thi®ntext a general summary of the roleAdfican Americars on the western
frontier in Americais provided.

African Americansvere a part of the EurAmerican colonization of the Wesearly fromthe begnning.

In the late nineteenth centytgrge numbers of Black soldiers were also employed by the U.S. Army
throughout the West often fighting Native Americans; they were kmelvn for their valor, low dgertion
rate, and exemplary performance (Billing2®01). These Black soldiers, who served inNiireh and
TenthCavdries and th&wenty-fourth andTwentyfifth Infantries, were known as Buffalo Soldiers. The
regiments were segregated and frequenthbledhite officers (although three Black officerfl, a

graduates of West Point, did also lead theXthough best known for their service in Kansas, Texas, and
Oklahoma, the Buffalo Soldiers were stationed in areas as diverse as San Fraiosisgote Pe, and

other areas ithe Sierra NevadilountainsIn addition to enforcing federal policy and engaging in
military campaigns against Native American tribes, the Buffalo Soldiers also assisted with building roads
and trails that facilitated westward exgam and acted as some of the first natlgark rangers to

prevent poaching and monitor livestock. Military service provided Buffalo Soldierdwith
employmentinda strategy to obtain the rights often denied to African Americans through the respect
garnered by their brave and effective worke last Buffalo Soldier units were disbanded in 1951
(Smithsonian Institution 2020).

African Americansalso played &ole in the ranching industry. Pritw the Civil War African Americars
served as cowboys ineXas Those cowboys wereftenslavesbut many continued in that role during and
after the Civil WaDurham and Jones 1983i 19). The end of slaveriprought increasing racial
antagonisnifrom white settlersoward Black cowboyseven in more remote areafsTexas andhe
surrounding states. Buidse sameowboys alsavorked sideby-side withwhites andbften assumed
minor roles of responsibilitfalthoughthey were nopemittedto become foremer{purham and Jones
198323i 24):.

It would, of course, bediculous to say that there was discrimination when men of
different races worked together, particularly when most of them were Texans during the
bitterness of Reconstruction and pB&tconstruction. But the demands of their job made
them transcend mudlf their prejudice. On a drive,awboyé ability to do his work, to
handle his share and a little extra, was far more important than his &nldnafm and

Jones 19834)

By 1867 emerging rail transportation routeadopenechew beef markets (beyondegwious markets

such agnining towrs in Colorado and Californiglpburham and Jones 19820). As a resultBlack
cowboysbecamecommon fixture of trail crews in Texas, Oklahoma, Nebraska, Kansas, Wyoming,

South Dakota, New Mexi¢aColorado, and Montan®(rham and Jones 1983’ hey may hae made up
asmuchas approximately 25 pegnt of all cowboys (approximatelyd®Q0 9,000 cowboysjPorter

2001)). African Americansalso occupied other roles associated with the ranching industry, such as
railroad employeeand even hotel ownerB(rham andlones 198327).These patterns of employment
continued through the 1880s, during which a cattle boom occurred. But in 1886, a drought followed by a
recordbreaking harsh wintekilled off many range cattle and functiolyaénded open range ranching,

ending that traditional way of life for many cowboyack and white (Durham and Jones 1983:150).

African American women also played key roles in the Vdasing the late 1800s and early 1900key
worked ina wide range obccupations: nurses, midvés, real estate developers, cooks, boardinghouse
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operators, beauticians, nannies, servants, laundresses, restauranteurs, farmers, church and community
leaders, prostitutess well ahhomemakers, homesteaders, pimheersAs a esult of ®cial isolation due

to the proportionately small number of women on the frontier, compounded with the isolation due to their
race, many African American women chose to live in towns or other developed areas. This concentration
allowed them to dealop social groups and organizations, such as literary clubs and religious or political
societies (Hardaway 1997).

Throughout the late nineteenth and early twentieth cenjtinesVests African American population
continued to grow, albeslowly. Betwea 1860 and 1910, the AfringAmerican population of the Rocky
Mountain region increased from 235 to 21,467 (Forbes 1966:34). Despite that population growth, by 1910
African Americans continued to make up less thaercent of the total pagation in the Vést.In some
casesAfrican Americans moved within the regitvecause ofocal social conditions; during the 1860s

and 1870sfor examplesome African Americans emigrated to Nevada to escape racism in California
(Rusco 1975:8)The AfricanAmericanpopuldion in the Westontinued to grow slowly from 1910 to

1940, although overall migration patterns within the region shifted. Prior to World War I, the majority of
African AmericandravelingWest had settled in Colorado and Washington, tnd lesser exts,

California but dter World War |, California (ando a lesser exten\rizona) became thieprimary
destination (Forbes 1966:34)any of these immigrants moved to towns and cities because of
communitybuilding and employmergpporturities.

On a natnal level, the Republican Party, led by the Radical Republicans, dominated politics during the

decade following the Civil War. The Radical Republicans aggressively supported policies of racial

equality and integration in the Soutipolicy commonlyrefer ed t o as @A Radi cal Recon:
Although Radical Reconstructiomas primarily focusedn the American South and therefore neglected

the Westo some degreat still created a political environment throughout the country in which tlite wh
establishmenwas increasingly willing to entertain raceduality, giving African Americansn the West

the ability to successfully advocate for equality to an extent they had never been able td-before

example from between 1865 to 1861 the loradoTerritory, Black settlers advocadeor their right to

vote and public educatioBérwanger 20011

By the end ofWorld War Il,the Black population in the Westirpassed70,000. The majority of
individuals lived in California, with the next larggsopuldions in Arizona and Colorad@his growth
was in pardue toextensiveoutmigration from the South during and afiiee war(Forbes 1966:34).
African Americans still made up only a small proportion of the total populdtimmeverapproximately
2 percenbf the total population in the case of California).

Demographic shifts prior to and during World Waleldl tosignificant changes the racial makeup of
innercity populations, whiclin turn often resulted in the rapid expansions of Black neighdods.

African Americans living in the West during and after World War Il encountered a range of social and
economic barriers, particularly in citiesccess to equal schooling was often an issue (Forbes 1966:39).
African Americans were often heavily csirainedn the areasf citieswherethey could live as a result

of redlining and racially exclusive covenants governing the sale of property. Rediaidgscriminatory
practice in which loans and other financial serviesienied to potentlgropety owners on the basof

race to prevent them from purchasing property in specific dnessricallyit was common in many

cities in the West, including Salt Lake City, Spokane, Los Angeles, and Phoanrersity of Richmond
Digital Scholarshp Lab 202(. The areas where the wotlleé property ownergereallowed to live and
purchase propertyeregenerally pooreneighborhoods with less access to key resources such as medical
care, public spaces like parks, and even places to purdwas®edrictive covenants attached to specific
propertiesconfined the sale of those properties to only white purchasers, preventing African Americans
and other people of color from buying propetiystorically, African Americans in urban areas weresino
commony afflicted by theepractices; althoughnow technically illegalredlining and discriminatory
lendingcontinueto be an issue in the present
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When moving West, African Americans were frequently forced to live in a limited number of
neightorhoods ima given city often designated by real estate developers.

The Wests real estate industry has widely adopted the philosophy of discouraging the
development ointegratecheighborhoods for reasons not fully explainable in terms of
pressure from white residents. In several urban areas unethical white real estate brokers
have been instrumental in guaranteeing a solid expansion of the ghéltodky

busting and @enly intimidating whites who might otherwise have remained in the
neighborhood. (Forbes 1966:40)

African Americans in these growing neighborhoods were quite cognizant of the discrimination they faced,

and issues such as redlining and access to equal educatiooft@arat the forefront of civil rights

efforts.By the 1960s, fair housing laws, campaigg by civil rights groupsand the expansion of the

Bl ack middle class had | ed to Atokend integration
1966:41).

Throughout the nineteenth century and for much of the early twentieth cetltargumber of African
Americans on the western frontier was much smaller than the number of whites; geA&iain
Americans made up less than 1 percent of the total populatieesiern states through the 1890s, and
that number remainddw for seveal more decade#dditionally, due to economic drivers that heavily
favored male workers, such as the growth of the mining and ranching indub&iagmbers of African
American merin theWest frequently far exceeded the number of African American woBue

regardless of their numbers, African Americans played an integrain all aspects of the settlement and
development of the West, from homesteading to military campaigne tgrokvth of agriculture and
mining (Hardaway 1997).

4.3 Background History of African American Civil Rights in
Nevada

This context for African Americauivil rights in Nevada is divided into four major periods: African
American Civil Rights in the Nineteentre@tury (18481899), Jim Crow in the Early Twentieth Century
(1900 1941) World War Il (19411945), andhe Activism and Advocac¥ra (1946 1979).While the
major periods also encompass specific events angenitds theyreflect the key turning points in
African American history in the state.

4.3.1 African American Civil Rights in the Nineteenth Century
(1848i 1899)

African Americans have played important roles in Nevada history sinceAtnesican exploration

began. Black explorers came along with various &eppnd exploring partiecluding Jeddiah Smith

in the 1820sandJohn Fremont in the 1840Blacks alsamwned and worked at early ranches in Nevada,
traveled with immigrant parties, and worked as guides for immigrants starting in the 1840s and 1850s
(Rusco 197%ti 6). But as with many white explorers and settlers, thégealh Americans often did not
settle permanently. It was the discoveryh® Comstock Lode in 1859 thegsulted in the first significant
recorded permanent African American populatio the state.

The Comstock Lode was a massive silver lode located near Virginia City, Nevada, that produced
$305,779,612.48 in ore between 1859 and {8&fure 2)(Edwards 201)L The 1860J.S. Gensus, taken
shortly after mining began, recorded 44 Africamericans in gas that would become Nevada. All of
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these residents lived in Carson County, near the Comiui.area in which they lived alsousedhe
vast majority of the soeto-be staté white populatiorfRuscol197514).

QT ST VuRrgia.

Figure 2. C Street in Virginia City, no date. Nevada Images, UNRS-P2001-01, Special Collections
and University Archives Department, University of Nevada, Reno.

The 1870 census indicates African Amsans in Nevadaame from a wide range of places. Many were
born in the state itselbr in the territory prior ttNevada being granted statehobdmigrants came from

both northern and southern states, although Virginia and West Virginia were the mogircom

birthplaces|t therefore can be assumed that during the 18¥fisan Americans in Nevada were not

simply relocating from the South but arriving from many different areas of the nation to seek opportunity
(United States Census Bureau 1870

Throughot Nevada duringhe nineteenth centunpfrican Americans worked in a wide range of
occupationsincludingservice positionsraftspeople, agricultural worke@dminers(Figure 3) In the1870
and 188Censuseshe most common positions were barbeomks,andunskilled laborers. A smaller number
of African Americans also hefdbs thatwerepositions of authority othatrequiredprofessional skills

including aphysician and managers of boardinghouses, lgdgauses, and restaurant and saloon keepe
One known example was William Brown, who owned and operated his own daloemoston Saloon in
Virginia Cityd from 1864 to 1875 (RozeWheeler 2017)African American women were employed in skilled
craft positios such as seamstresses or millinerselsas service workerg(g.,chambermaidsiwurses) even
as midwives. A significant number of womeamtheir own households (Rusco 1975:13887).

1 Storey Countyfor which Virginia City became the county seaas created in 1861, the year after the 1860 cddauses and
Rose 2009).
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Figure 3. Blacksmith shop in Sheridan or Centerville, including African American worker, no date.
Beatrice Fettic Jones Collection, UNRS-P1988-25, Special Collections and University Archives
Department, University of Nevada, Reno.

In general though, the majority 8frican Americanave r e e mp | oigcente and towsfatliso w
occupations, 0 typically wunskil | e dAfricamBroericarfiatss me n
frequently owned small businesses such as barbershog®ib shopsThey were infrequently miners

due totheir exclusion from mineéinions until 1874Coray 1992:240Rusco 1975:34).But this did not
preclude African Americans in Nevaffam enjoying a relative degree of economic success:

[A] significantnumber of blacks achieved more economically tharbthle of their group and

were doing well even by comparison with the average white person. While there seem to have
been only two black professionals in the state in the nineteenth century, therewseasitldack
businessmen, ranchers, and miners whewearning significant incomes and acquiring some
property. . .there apparently was improvement in the economic standing of the black community
of Nevada from the 1860s through the 1880s. The blackéssigroup apparently increased

slowly in numbers anthcome during this periodRusco 1973:34)

One such example is Ben Palmer, an African American farmer and rancher in the Carson Valley. He and his
brotherin-law took out land claims for 320 and 400ex:respectivelyin 1853 By securing water rights,
constructingirrigation systems, andeBing grazing rights to immigrants bound for CalifornRalmerquickly
became economically successful. By the late 18&paid the tenth highest amount of taxes in the county.
After the passage of tHefteenthAmendment, he became a registered voter and continued to be an important
leader within the community until his death in 1908r6en 2009; Visit Carson Valley 2020

The opportunity to profit from the rapidrowing population was not the only reason AdricAmericans
emigratedo Nevada. Disillusionment in the face of ongoing racism in California during the 1860s and
1870s may have also encouraged African Ames¢apmigrateto NevadgRusco 1978). But Nevada
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offered little respite from racisnRusco $ unequivocal in summarizing race relations in Nevada in the
nineteenth century:

Nevada was racist during the territorial and early statehood period. Its digrstitand
laws clearly placed blacks, along with other nonwhites, in an inferior positignyt e
not entitled to participat® any way in the political system, but they were nevertheless
required to obey the laws white men madugco 19721)

Priorto Nevada achieving statehood in 186dmerous racbased restrictions existed for nonwhiiies
the state. African Americans were denied suffragecould not hold political office, serve on juries or in
the militia, testify in legal cases or work asatieys, or marry whitefRusco 19738). Although Gov
James NNye urgeda change tohe lawpreventing nonwhites from testifying in 18@Be territorial
government ignoretis views Rusco 19725).

The first state legislature made minor changes to saws such as allowing African Americans to
testify (although still not on an equal basiish whites), but also excluded African American children
from public schools unless they used separate facilities from white students. Throughout the/Hi860s
constituents also continued to oppose voting rights for nonwlitiesco 19735, 38).

From 18@ through the 1870#frican Americansn Nevadamounted vigorous challenges to legal
discrimination. Their efforts included petitioning against racist laws and challenging the laws through the
courts. Although these efforts saw little success until teegge of).S. constitutional amendments

between 865 and 187@nade them moot, Neva@aAfrican Americanslid successfully overturn laws
preventing Black children from attending school with whidtesng the 18706Rusco 19751, 79, 81).

Despite rampant dcrimination by the end of the 1860s atittoughout the 1870#&frican Americans in
Nevada experiencemigradual diminution of racist sentimeRusco 197%t2). This was likely due in part
to the domination of the Republican Partyhe statdor most ofthe nineteenth centusiong withthe

std¢ edbs embrace of MRasxtdl®7&Ll). Reconstruction

Understandably, African Americans in Nevada almost universally supported the Republican Party and the
policies it endorsed during this peridfusco 197%1). But many white Nevadans also supporteal t
party. This support was ofterconsciously or unconsciously, hypocritical

It was quite common for Nevada politicians or newspapers to applaud national actions
without advocating action to deal with similarisidaws or practices in Nevada. Part of

the reason for this attitude was probably simple hypocrisy, but it also seems that racial
practices of the South were more visible to Nevada leaders than racial practices at home.
It was a common assumption thatisat was confined to the SoutlRisco 197515)

For example, white Nevadans prevaricated about accepsitagespecificCivil Rights Act proposed in

1866, allowing many racist laws to remain in place for ydaus¢o 197%2). During this period, white
Nevadans also debated whether Black res&lehould be admitted to the sta®ugco 19780).
Presumablyneither of these debates were perceived to conflict with the Republican sympathies of many
white residents, who also made the state the first to thgfyl 3h Amendment while simultaneously

keeping laws on the books preventing the full enfranchisement of Black residestsy 2018g.

Nevadds legislature enacted legal changes to racist laws at a slower rate in comparison to many other
states Rusco197542).

Despite the frequently myopicews of racism held by white Nevadans, the 18#@51880svere

decads of improvemenfor the staté African Americansand Black communities in the state were
optimistic With the passage of ti&th Amendment, Arican American mercouldvote in 1870, although
laws restricting Black voting rights were not formally repealed until 1&tis¢o 197516, 58). By 1882
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all of Nevadas racist laws had been repealed with the exception of the law criminalizing interracial
marriage(Rusco 197%iii, 42).

The continuing success in changing these laws, accompanied by an apparent
improvement in their actual treatment, led to a change of emphasis for these leaders. In
the 1870s there werelebrations of their victories; obsemees of the anniversary the
Emancipation Proclamation and the ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment were
important events in the Nevada black community, and they received attention from white
Nevadans. Some participants in these events even belfeatg@tism had been defed

and that American blacks had gained the same rights as white people, with the important
exception ofo(Ruscot9rsll) equal i ty.

Althoughmost ofthe racist law$iad beemepealedy the early 188Qghe Nevada legislate failed to
enact anydws intended to prevent racial discrimination. This left African Amerigahgvada
vulnerable to discrimination in a myriad of social and economic arRa&cd 19785).

On the national level, Reconstruction ended in7h8ith the loss of power by RaditRepublicans and
the removal of federal troops from the former Confederahg.backlash by racist whitesroughout the
South in particulain addition to the rest dhe United Statesvas rapid and extreme. African Americans,
who throughout Reconstrtion had enjoyed a measure of protection and sumontthe federal
government, abruptly found themselwegosed taliscrimination and rapidly escalating violence. White
racists employecetrorist tactics, such as lynchirtg,prevent African Americanfom asserting their
recently securedivil rights. The periodfrom thelate 1880s toafterWorld War lis oftendescribed ashe
nadir of race relations the United Statesusco 197iii).

Although African Americanén Nevadaretained legatights established during Reconstruction, they still
experienced a variety of setbackach as diminishing economic power and racial hostditying the
postReconstruction periodRusco 197%i). During the 1870s and 1880devadds African Americans

were often middle class and commonly owned and operated their own busisessserved important
professional roles. This changed during the late 1880s and a88@®ontinuedhrough much of the early

twentieth century, during whigberiod the Black midile class declined in size and economic success.

One historiarattributes e decline in the Black middle ckwo the loss of white custometse torising

racial hostility (Rusco 197211).Thi s economi c decl i ntusofbiask Ngadass ev er e
vis-a-vis white Nevadans was lower in the 1950s than it had been in the 1870s, particularly in an
economi Russceld7&886d (

Acts of racism by Nevada communities included the intentional exclusion of Black residents and public
performances bwhites in blackface. In addition,

[tihere appears to have been an increase in derogatory terms applied to blacks when newspapers
reported news about them. The use of such terms appears to have been routine for several decades
in contrast wih the situatia in the nineteenth centurfRusco 197%207)

It did not help thathroughout the nineteenth centutlye African American populatiom Nevada

remained small in size both proportionately and in sheer numliiesiumber of African Americans
statewideneve increased beyond 500 before the end of the century. In 1890, Nevddaan American
popul ation made up just 0.5 percent of the total
any other western state or territory exdepd a HRaseo B{5xii).

These demographic trends were related to national economic troubles. The Panic of 1893 resulted in a
rapid drop in silver prices, which disproportionately affected Nefgaaiiningbased economy aried to

a national depressionldgk populationsn both Virginia City and Carson Citgeclinedsignificanty: In

1890 there were 37 blacks in Storey County and 56 in Ormsby County; in 1900 the totals were: Storey, 9;
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Ormsby, 1» Cdray1992243). These numberseflectedanoverallstatewide trend. In 1880the statés
Black population was 396n 1890 it was 242and by 1900it was just 134 individualsa population
decline of 38.9 percent between 1880 and 1890, and 44.6 percent between 1890 a@dra900 (
1992243).

Ultimately, African Americans found themselves adisadvantageousocial, economic, and legal
situation that would persist through the first half of the twentieth certugywould describe Nevadas
ARThe Mi ssi s siRupco196396).tBhtAfricAreAsnerican gomuritiesin Nevadaendured
in the face of these challenges.

4311 NORTHWEST NEVADA (1848i 1899)

During the nineteenth centurihe northwest region of Nevada was, by a large margide#ungcenter
of bothEuro-Americanand African Americarsettlement. As aaisut of mining rushes, mosiotably
associated with the Comstock Lode, #ineds nonnative population spiked rapidly. African Americans
joined Euro-Americans, Europeans, Asiard otherérom around the globim settling and establishing
busineswentures thereNorthwest Nevada, particularly the areas near the Comstaskextensive
social, economic, and political development by African Americans during this period.

[Storey, Orbmsby, and Washoe Countiegjetieraccounted for 45 percent of the total black
population of the state in 18T@hich was a total of 3244nd 52 percent in 18§8@ total of 396]

This is not surprising; Virginia City, located on the Comstock lode, was the largest city in Nevada
during he rineteenth century, and therefore Storey County was the largest county; Ormsby
County was the site of the state capital from territorial days on; and Reno, in Washoe County,
was a relatively large city primarily because it was on the transcontindirtahdaat the nearest

point to Virginia[City]. (Rusco 1973:25)

In those counties, the largest African American populations were in Virginia City and Gold Hill (near the
Comstock)as well asCarson City.

43.1.1.1 Locations of Residences and Businesses

Despite thdrequently racist attitudes of white Nevadans, no formalized restrictegeding African

American dwelling placesxisted in Virginia City, although such restrictions did exist for Chinese residents.

Despite this, Virginia Cit§s African American poputbonwas concentrated Aby custom
necessityo along B and Eigugetd(Comaylsd92242). Thispetthemre nt er of t h
fibetween the white miners and the prostitutes, in the commercial héalt @  Rusdo Y 9Y326

128). Cersusdata from 1870 does not provide readily interpretable information about the locations where
African Americans dwelt in Carson City and Rebata from the 1880 census indicates that the African

American population of Carson City lived almost exclugivat 2nd Street and Spear Street. For Reno in

1880, African Americans most frequently lived on Lucom Street, Lake Street, and Commercial Row

(Ancestry 2010¥.

2 Census data reviewed consisted atiadrelating to heads of household only; this data therefore reflects where African American
families lived and likely excludes information atihg to domestic servants who would have lived with their employers and any
African American lodgers living at hite-owned boardinghouses.
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Jd. C. #ampton Jz. B St. Looking North. Comatoch Series.

Figure 4. View of B Street in Virginia City, no date. Crissie Andrews Caughlin Collection, UNRS-
P2000-06, Special Collections and University Archives Department, University of Nevada, Reno.

431.1.2 Churches

This sectiordoesnot discuss specific churches and denominatiordetail but it is important to note the
key role of religious institutions in African American communities during the nineteenth cebaaigl
institutions such as churches and fraternal organizations formednteyof the African American
commurity. As Ruso observes,

The few hundred blacks in the nineteenémtury Nevada, scattered among a number of locations
although with concentrations in Virginia City and Carson City, managed to found and maintain a
number of institutions to serve the neefisheir conmunity. At least four churches representing

the three major black denominations existed during the nineteenth century, two lodges of the
Prince Hall Masons were in existence for at least one or two decades, and there were literary and
social gpoups and orgnized balls at various times during the forty years from 1860 to the end of

the century. Probably there were also some other organizations that existed but have not yet been
discovered(Rusco 1973:91)

African Americarreligious institutionggenerally eisted before they were introduced to Nevada and were
usually brought to the state by African American settlRrss€o 1973:73). Churches established during
this period included the first Black Bapt@hurch in Nevada and the first African NMetist Episopal

(AME) Church, both of which were founded in Virginia Ciggnerson 2012Rusco 1973:74).
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